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THE extremes into which mankind are 
prone to run, are often 1 injurious to the cauſe 
which they wiſh to eſtabliſh. Much un- 
chriſtian contention might be prevented by 
the interpoſition of nil friends. The 
. profeſſors of religion have been. much divided 
in their opinions concerning their obligations i 
to the moral law, as the rule of practice. 
Parties have ſeverally reproached each other, 
and have been mutually | charged with what 
they have not merited. The following diſ= 
courſes are intended as a palliative, for a cure 


is not to be expected in this ſtate of imper- 


fection, in which, from education, conſtitu- 


tion, and our various experiences, we un- 


avoidably ſee things through different me- 
diums. The ben of free grace will here 
obſerve much reaſon, from our fearful ſtate 
under the law, and the diſplay of mercy in 
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the goſpel of chriſt, to conſider himſelf bound 


by every obligation to love and obey all the 


precepts of the word of God. The man 
who 1s careful to maintain good works, will. 


5 fee them originate in the fel gtace of God, 


while he is cautioned againſt any dependance 
upon them. And the more eſtabliſhed chriſ- 


tian, who has been accuſtomed to go through 


the land of divine revelation in — length | 


and breadth of it, will ſee, we hope, in the 


following attempt, the freeſt acceptance, 


| 7 united Wk the moſt genuine holineſs; - and 
the extremes of wits liberty and enſlaving 
© legality equally guarded againſt, And happy 
will the author be, if it ſhould prove a mean 
of preventing g good men from miſunderſtand- 
ing, and contending with each other, about 
5 Sards and terms, while in faith, tiene, 
and practice, they are agreed, 
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Rom. ill ; 1. 


Do we 11 abt void 2 law tbrough faith 2 
. God forbids yea, we ab ifþ the law. 


15 this epiſtle, - \ which. may be joſtly 
eſteemed the moſt. excellent of the apoſtolic | 
letters, we may obſerve a complete ſyſtem of 
divine truth: it appears to include every 
point of doctrine, experience, and practice. 
Its author ranks among thoſe of the firſt 
eminence in the Chriſtian church ; and his 
epiſtle is addreſſed to a very numerous fociety 
of Chriſtians, in the greateſt city, the me- 
tropolis of the moſt celebrated ee in the 
world, 
He begins * aſſerting his high authori- f 
ty, and the ſolid baſis on which our holy re- 


ligion is founded, that we might not fear a 


| diſappointment ; ; for, on the maſt certain 


B . grounds, 
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grounds, we enjoy a hope Full of 1 immor- 
tality. 


The Apoſtle 10 need, Tea, contra- 


diction, the dreadful apoſtaſy of the human 
race; and proved that the fountain, which 
was opened by original tranſgreſſion, had 
8 8 ſpread its contaminating ſtreams over the 
face of the whole K A very early diſ- 
covery of the method of ſalvation was not 
ſufficient, we find, 
Though its violence was, in ſome degree, 
- impeded for a few years, while Noah, a 
| preacher of righteouſneſs, was bearing his 


to ſtem the torrent. 


teſtimony for the true God; with what im- 


petuoſity did it burſt forth again in the gene. 
ral revolt at the building of Babel! And as 
mankind ſoon after this were ſeparated from 
each other, and very rapidly increaſed, ſo did 
their depravity become more general; until 


at length, loſing all idea of duty to each other, 


and obligation to God, a corruption of man- 
ners, $3 moſt awful we can conceive, uni- 
verſally prevailed®, 


The moſt famous gentile ies their 
Prieſts, Poets, Philoſophers, e and 


> Romans i. 2 41 0 


Orators, 


1 1 


8 with all their boaſted wiſdom, knew 


not God. True it is, they had ſome con- 
fuſed notions of his nature and perfections; 


but theſe were only the effect of the feeble 


rays of divine light, which gleamed through 
the ſhades: of their benighted ſtate from the 


| prophets, whom God Aid up from the be- 


ginning. And ſuch was their ſelf-ſufficiency, 


that they were averſe to acknowledge their 
obligation to the prophetic lamps, or Jewiſh _ 


altars. They robbed the altars, and denied 


the theft.” They affected to have made 

their diſcoveries by the energy of their own in- 
tellects. The morality of the beſt- informed 

| among them was very defective, and the 
common people were ſo ſhockingly deluded 

as to ſuppoſe that their horrid vices were an 

8 ſervice to their gods. 


Nor is the apoſtle more partial to his own 


nation; but frankly declares that zhey, like- 
wiſe, were in the ſame benighted and miſer- 
able condition. He proves their guilt to be 
highly aggravated by a miſ improvement, 
and even an abuſe, of the moſt ei tc 5 
privileges ever beſtowed on mankind. 


Neither a ſyſtem of truths, Sasa ona 


5 train of inconteſtable evidence, the moſt 


„ aſtoniſhing 


N : be TROUT * 


XY 


; eftoalthing'i; We decent moſt Bgual 


ſupplies, the moſt ' miraculous providences, 
nor even a ſucceſſion of prophets, inſpired 


by Heaven itſelf, could prevent the corrup- 
tion of human nature from gaining a univer- 
fal dominion. In the enjoyment of every 

poſſible means for its ſubverſion, it exiſted, 


it reigned, it triumphed: and hence the moſt 


conclufive proofs may be adduced; that the 
| bly ſovereign remedy for the cure of human 
depravity is to be found in the grace of the 
2 goſpel. = 
In the verſes dis our text we e have a 

eoncils; but very comprehenſive, view of the 


he- magnitude. of our 
fins, —and the heinouſneſs of our guilt _— : 


plan of redemption,—t 


the merey of God in the gift of his Son, — 
5 the perfection of his Work the utter ex- 


eluſion of human merit and the inva- . 


| Juable grace of faith, putting the happy ſub- 


jects of it, under every diſpenſation, into 


poſſefſion of the rich bleflings of * eckt 


s ing covenant. 


By this Ska of Grate work 8 hy 2 
Gentiles: are brought into the unity of the 


faith, conſtituted one body, and will be eter- 
- nally the monuments of matchleſs grace. 
F F IF, 


ae, in oppoſition to the law, — 
then endeavour to anſwer the inquiry, Do 
* we make void the law through faith ? 
Gad forbid! yea, we eſtabliſh the law.? 


to F 


To this 8 plan, ſo clearly exhibited, 


great multitudes in the days of the apoſtles, 
through falſe notions of the preceding dif- 


penſations, and the unhappy influence of a 
legal ſpirit, formed very powerful objections, 
and 1nferred that ſuch a ſyſtem ſuperſeded the 


neceſſity of the law, and rendered it of no ef- 


fect. This objection the apoſtle endeavours 
to encounter. Do we then,” ſays be, 
make void the law through faith? God 
«forbid ! yea, we eſtabliſh the law.“ 


We will now conſider, what is intended 
by the /aw, t together with its various uſes ; 
what we are to underſtand by Faith, 
And 


The Jews were very tenacious of the Mo- 


5 Pra diſpenſation, and much alarmed at every 
attempt to degrade it by the introduction of 
any other fella, They knew that it muſt _ 
have come originally from God, by the nu- 
merous and ſtriking evidences, given their 
illuſtrious legiſlator, in proof of his heavenly 
miſſion. To remove their ſcruples, and to 
conciliate their minds to the plan of the goſ- 


35S 


Xs N 
pel, the ee ſhews, with great ſtrength 
of argument, that the whole code of laws, 
delivered by Moſes, was in it highly honour- 
ed, and fully confirmed; and that the goſpel 
was the moſt exact completion „and perfect 
confirmation, of the foregoing diſpenſation. 
The Judicial lau, as it is frequently called, 
was deſigned for the regulation of their poli- 
ol Their government was a theocracy, 
God was their king. He governed by per- 
ſons of his own appointment; who were to 
rule by the laws, which in great wiſdom and 
. goodneſs he had enacted. In this manner 
by they were eminently diſtinguiſhed by the 
ſupreme Ruler of the world, till they re- 
jected his authority, and preferred an imita- 
tion of the heathen-politics, before a ſubjec- 
tion to his appointment. The matter of 
their offence was not ſo much the choice of 
a kingly government, as the giving 4 pre- 
ference to it, before that which God had 
eſtabliſhed. Had they choſen an ariſtocracy, 
or a democracy, their fin had been equally 
| flagitious The Judicial law related to all 
poſſible caſes of a civil nature. It continued 
till the Roman yoke was put on their necks, 
5 from which time to the preſent, by rejectin g 
= HS „„ : the 


dhe Meſſiah, hes Love been without a . 
without a prince, without an ephod, and with- 


out teraphim*, But here it muſt be noticed, 
that the judicial law, in its ſpirit and princi- 
ple, is eſtabliſhed among all the nations, 


where the goſpel 1s ene in as much as 
it is perfectly congenial with civilization, good 
Mer and the Joe adminiſtration of juſtice, : 

Their Ceremonial law ſerved as a guide in 
"matters of devotion, and was intended as 


e ſhadow of good things to come.“ The 
moral law ** was weak through the fleſh ;*? 


for man's incapacity by fin to fulfil its requi- 


ſitions, made void its original intention. 
The ceremonial law was Waal” in its own 
nature, for * it was not poſlible that the 
blood of bulls, and of goats, ſhould take 
away fins T.“ Jeſus Chriſt was the end of 
the moral law, in his obedience and ſuffer- 
ings. He alſo gave the fulleſt evidence of 
the deſign of he ceremonial | inſtitutions in 
the great work of redemption and ſalvation; 
for i was the ſacrifice, the altar, the prieſt, 
and the mercy-ſeat, The Holy Spirit, like- 
wiſe, who has in every age borne a Uniform 5 


each * Hoſea il. 4. 9 5 Hebrews 3 x, 4. 5 
„ Ti teſtimony 


. teeny to the Lord Jeſus, inſtructed the 
faithful into the true deſign of the ſhadowy 
diſpenſation. | Hence Ts in alluſion to 
its typical purifications, prays, „ purge me 
« with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh | 
es me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow." 
But could hyſſop, or ſacrificial blood, effect 
ſuch purification? Certainly not; it was the 
blood of Jeſus which he longed for the appli- 
cation of, even that blood“ which cleanſeth 
from all fin.” This was the grand object 
olf his faith, and the ſure ground 5 his hope. 
wy Jeſus has been the only Saviour in all ages; 
we know no other, —we want no other. e 
wiſh for no other, our circumſtances can 
zam of no other, his love, excellency and 
all- ſufficiency, preclude the neceſſity of any 
other. His diſtant glories were beheld by 
the ancient church. They rejoiced i in the 
proſpect of his advent, and ardently prayed 
for it: Make haſte, my beloved, and be like 
%a roe, or a young hart, upon the mountains 
of ſpices.” They well knew that on his 
appearance the day would break, and Ne He- 
| dows would { flee away, FEE . 7 
The moral lau comes next under our ob 


5 ſervation, to which we ſhall more particu- 5 
larly attend. This law was ee neceſ- 


Jan 2 


thy 


faty, although it may ſeem to wear an arbi. 
trary appearance. Its ſanctions are coeval 
with our relation to God, as his creatures; ; 
And it is evident, that no more is required 
for the conſtitution and eſtabliſhment of the 
law, than that God be God, and man be man; with 
the neceſſary relation that muſt ſubſiſt from 
their diſtin& natures and properties &.: And 
as the law was neceſſary, ſo was the penalty 
annexed to the tranſgreſſion of it, from the 
rectitude of God, as the ſupreme governor. 
The law was given to Adam, as the repre- 
ſentative of the human race, in the form of a 
covenant; and was ſuch a ſtipulation as he 
could not but approve; ſince it was intended 
to promote the glory of the Law-giver, and 
his own happineſs. He was hereby laid under 
the ſtrongeſt obligation to love and obey his 
Creator, 1 had honoured him with the 
higheſt rank of exiſtence in this lower 
world, ſurrounded him with every bleſſing, 
and encouraged with the promiſe of their 
continuance and increaſe for ever. His ca- 
pacity to maintain his priſtine integrity, was 
980 to the condition annexed, yet he Halled 


MY Dr. Owen « on halben, Chap, xi. 


ES ( 10- * i . 
in his allegiance to his Almighty Sovereign. 
Great indeed, it is confeſſed, are the myſteries 
| involved! in this fearful event. On this ſub- 
ject curioſity and ingenuity might propound a a 
great variety of queſtions, which the moſt 
; deeply. inſtructed mind could never ſolve. 
That man is fallen, is a fact too apparent to 
admit of any doubt. Happy would it be for 
mortals if the evidences of this melancholy 
truth were not ſo inconteſtable ! Miſeries of 
every kind, and in every form, invade man- 
kind as the fruits of their rebellion, and as 
the harbingers of death. We have all ſinned 
and come ſhort of the glory of God, — ſinned 
in Adam, and in our own perſons. «6 The 
commandment that was ordained to life, we 
| now find to be unto death,” But although 


bj righteouſneſs is not to be expected by the 


firſt covenant, yet the law is intended to 
| ſerve many purpoſes of juſtice and mercy. 
The moral law: has a reſpe& to man under 
every condition in which he can poſlibly DE. 
An his primitive flate, it was the rule of his 
5 obedience.—In his fallen /i ſituation, it ſerves a 
variety of purpoſes, which we ſhall | now en- 
deavour to inveſtigate and explain. 
It may! be neceſſary, however, firſt to pre- 50 
miſe, 


© ir ©) 


| tmiſe, that previous do its promulgation on 


mount Sinai, there were given the moſt 


ftriking manifeſtations of-the ſupreme aut ho- 


rity, and glorious majeſty of the divine Legiſ- 
lator,—Enfigns of awful grandeur, and tre- 


mendous glory !—Fire, ſmoke, thunder, 


lightning, earthquake, and whatever was 


calculated to aſtoniſn, and to inſpire the 


profoundeſt reverence. *© Yet” (as Biſhop 
Hall remarks) ** he was never ſo terrible in 
the execution of his will, as in the pr omulga- 
tion of it. His lightnings darting in their 
eyes, —his e roaring in their ears. — 
the trumpet of God drowning the noiſe of 
his thunder, and the voice of God himſelf 

out-ſpeaking the trumpet of the angel, the 
ſmoke aſcending, the fire flaming, the mount 
| trembling, Moſes climbing and quaking, 

paleneſs and death in the face of Iſrael, 


uproar in the clements, and all the glory 


of heaven turned into terror *.“ 


Faith in the divine teſtimony will now 


realize the fame awful glories, and a proper 
acquaintance with the law, and our ſinful 
8 condition, will lead us to cry out, 66 who is 


f 2 an ws, 5 ier xii. 21. Romans vii, 10. 
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able to Nand before this holy Lord God 7 | 

We are ſtruck with the inſignia of earthly 

5 majeſty ; but, alas! how Fond behold the 

majeſty of the Lord, or tremble before him 

_ whoſe frown is hell! If the pure and hea- 

1 venly intelligencies, in the contemplation of 

the divine glories, veil their faces through a 

conſciouſneſs of infinite diſparity, it is im- 

poſſible that wwe can fink too low before him 

Whoſe covenant we have violated, and whoſe 

_ diſpleaſure we have deſerved! How blind 

are our minds to Hit awful glories! How 

| hardened are our hearts to his fear! We 

| have equal reaſon to tremble at our own 

| infenfibility, as at God's moſt tremendous 

| majeſty, Human weakneſs is ſuch that we 

often tremble at a worm, while our wicked- 

5 neſs upholds us in the reſiſtance and defiance 
of God himſelf. Lord! what is man! 

2dly, The law was promulgated, as a e- 

| flraint on ſin in the moral government of be 
world. It has a natural tendency to pro- 

mote, in a degree, the good order of ſociety. 

Devoid of its principle, no civil government 

could poſſibly exiſt ;—all kinds of iniquity 

would be rampant | in the world, —murders, 

5 adulteries, rapines, ae, oppreſſion, and 
Ts er ang, 5 every 


* 


"T2 Þ 


every ſpecies of Wenn wickedneſs. 


„ The law is made for the lawleſs and diſ- 


_ obedient, for the ungodly and for ſinners z'* 
as it is a curb to their unſanctified paſſions, 


which, without ſuch reſtraint, would quick- 
| ly deluge the world in guilt, and. its ſure 


concomitant, miſery. In this view it 18 a 


prevention of much evil, as it chains up the 
enemy, though it does not change him. Sin 


is often aſhamed, and retires to its own den 


with fear of diſcovery ; until the authority of 
God, in his law, for a time, and in a degree, 


impreſſed on the conſcience, becomes de- 
faced. Then do men become bold in wick 
edneſs, bid defiance to God himſelf,—pro- 


claim their fin as Sodom, and with brows of 
braſs, and hearts of adamant, exclaim, ** who 


is the Lord, that we ſhould ſerve him?“ 
The law then ſo operates, at leaſt very fre- 
- quently, on the minds of men, as to reſtrain | 
them from the commiſſion of more flagrant 
abominations. And even where the goſpel 


is not known, whether among individuals, 


or bodies of men, the eternal principles of 


the moral law prevent, in ſome degree, the 


accumulation of crimes, and the increaſe of 
A” Our own. painful recollection | Will 
furniſh 
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furniſh us with inſtances, in which, before 
we experienced the influence of the goſpel, 


5 the authority of the law reſtrained us from 


the commiſſion of many vices, and prevented 
a variety of criminal indulgences into which 
our paſſions and appetites would have preci- 


5 vo „ pitated us. This law is the invariable ſtand- 
ard of rectitude, and ſtates the difference 


between moral good and evil, With the 
niceſt preciſion. 1285 
zaly, I increaſes the Seng of tranſ- 


greſſion, by demonſtratin: g its ex iftence, and 


cerxpoſing it to the view of the world. If the 


law were abrogated, the idea of fin would 


ſoon be annihilated; for where there is no 


law, there is no tranſgreſſion.“ The law 
muſt remain in force, in order to manifeſt | 
the exiſtence of fin. It preſerves alive upon 


our minds a juſt idea of our miſerable condi- 


tion, for © by the law is the knowledge of 
ſin;'“ and © fin by the eomdandindne! ap- 
pears exceeding ſinful.“ Hence we derive 
the kindwiedes: of our innate depravity, toge- 
i 7 ther with the extreme vitioſity of Our diſpo- 
ſſitions, thoughts, and actions. The more 


the ſpirituality of the law is impreſſed on our 


Ho conſeiences, the more we are acquainted 


with 


. > OV 


Vu bur deep FRET In proportion as 
men underſtand its purity, they feel that 


they are carnal, fold under ſin, —ns 


longer in poſſeſſion of themſelves, but ſlaves 
of the worſt deſcription, and to the baſeſt of 
- tyrants. ** The law entered that the offence 
might abound,” that it might appear a moſt 
fatally-extenſive evil, among all characters; 
powerful in its influence, and heinous in its 
aggravations.—““ Wherefore then ſerveth the 
law? It was added becauſe. of tranſgreſ- 
> ſions, to reſtrain us from rebellion, to 
convince us of our pollution and danger, and 
that fin might appear exceeding ſinful,” in 
all its defiling, condemning, and damning 
conſequences, It is impoſſible that we ſhould 
entertain a juſt idea of the exceeding malig - 
| nity of fin, till we have a proper view of the 
nature, extent, and ſpirituality of the requi+ 
ſitions of the divine law. Then the myſtery 
of iniquity begins to be unfolded, then our 
innate depravity, like a violent current, is 
ready to bear us away with its impetuoſity; 
and we ſee ourſelves in danger of ne WT 


8 into the ſea of eternal wratn. 
It could not be a trivial matter that ia: 


- "rated man from the enjoyment of God, — 
that 


F 


2 ; " CRF | 
that deluged the world with miſeries, through 
a. long ſucceſſion, of ages, that occaſioned 
the Lord Jeſus ſuch, unutterable ſufferings 
in the: garden of Gethſemane, and upon the 
oroſs, in his body, and in his ſoul; and that 
ſſmally expoſes every impenitent ſinner to 
everlaſting deſtruction. The world, once 
beautiful, ſays Dr. Owen, “is now wrapt 
in wrath, and curſes, and clothed with 
thorns and briars.— The whole creation ſub- 
ject to vanity,” given up to the bondage f 
corruption, — groaning in pain under that 
burden, —legions of devils bound in chains of 
eternal darkneſs, and millions of ſouls under 
Wrath for ever, ſpeak the curſe of the law; 
| but» eſpecially: to ſee the Lord Jeſus fear, 
_ tremble, bow, ſweat, bleed, and die, the 
__ earth'trembling under him, as unable to bear 
the weight, and the heavens, darkened over 
him, as if ſhut againſt his cry, and himſelf 
between both, as if refuſed by both.“ The 
law Was infinitely more- glorified in its pre- 
+ ceptive authority by the life of Jeſus, than 
by all the obedience of angels in heaven, or 
men on earth; and the extent of its penal re- 
quiſitions more manifeſted in the ſufferings 
of "Chriſt, than in all that apoſtate ſpirits en- 
; dure, 


. dare, or condemned ſouls can ſuffer; Hea- 
1 ven, earth, and hell, muſt ſtand aſtoniſhed at 
its awful glories. Its equitable ſentence pro- 
duced the moſt painful energy to the agonies 


(rn) 


of the Son of God. The Father, to glorify 
his own law, hides his face from his dearly 


his fierce diſpleaſure, till, under its inſup- 


portable weight, and his incomparable an- 
guiſh, he exclaims, My God! my God! 


why baſt thou forſaken me? 5 
The eſſential attributes of the 1 are 


rectitude, purity, and perfection. It is 
faithful mirror, which, by the light of 2 | 
| Holy Spirit, and the faculty of ſpiritual vi- 
ſion, reflects a clear image of our real cha- 
rater. Whilſt we are ſurrounded with 
darkneſs, and blinded by ſin and Satan, we 
are ſtrangers to our ſad condition; nor will 
the knowledge of the law in the letter of it, 


remedy the evil. The vail muſt be remov- 


ed, arid light muſt ſhine upon us, to. produce 
conviction and humiliation. The faithful 


repreſentation which God has given us of 
our vices and imperfections through this me- 
dium, is the reaſon. why ſo few choole to 


; eſtimate themſelves by it, F latter us it could 


8 8 noi, | 


beloved Son; yea, pours on him the vials of 
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not, were we even in a dae * finleſs __ 
r * 


p GOzons of the law, are perceived and felt, 


of Iſaiah, Woe is me, for I am undone.” 
And of Yob, J abhor myſelf, and repent in 


of the Lord Jeſus, the appointed phyſician | 
and prieſt; being favoured with that bleſſed W viol, 
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When the purity, the juſtice; 40 che 5 


the man convinced of his numberleſs and 
aggravated tranſgreſſions, adopts the e n. 8 


duſt and aſhes.” The law then proves the 

death of our fond and ſelfiſh hopes, as the 

. apoſtle witneſſeth, * The commandment 
which was ordained unto. life, I found to 

be unto death.” The diſcovery of our guilt 
and defionient, 3 is preparatory to our behold- 
ing in the glaſs of the goſpel, the excellency 


viſion, we are changed into. the ſame image, fort] 
from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the it is 
| Lord. Then we ceaſe to be /ike the nan ¶ be re 
e bolaing his natural face in the glaſs, for he its ſi 
Beholdeth him ſelſ, nnn goeth his. way, and of un 


2 7 Araigbtay forgetteth what manner of man he legal 


vas; but, looking into 1% perfect law of i ciled 
. where Chriſt is exhibited in all his mity 


glory, and continuing therein, we cannot but 
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5 de captivated with TY WROTE of what he i "= 
to us, and our infinite obligutions to him. 


 4thly, The Jaw worketh wrath. In our 
preſent fallen ſtate it condemns us to puniſh= 


ment, it irritates our ſinful diſpoſitions ; 
- awakens our fears and guilty apprehenſions 
of the divine diſpleaſure. The law by pro- 
ducing theſe effects is not the leſs holy, juſt, 
and good; they manifeſt its detecting, and 
all- ſearching properties. The fault lies in 


the ſabject of depravity. As the preſence of 
one, juſtly hoſtile to our meaſures, produces 
in us unpleaſant ſenſations, and oppoſite 

emotions; ſo is the law productive of ſimi- 


lar effects. It is not the cauſe of our cor- 
ruption, but the occgſſon of its diſcovery and 
violence, Thus is fin revived, thus it puts 


forth its power and enmity againſt God ; yea, 
it is enmity 17ſelf againſt a and can never 


z be reconciled to bier e. And as ſin changes 


its ſubject into its own nature; ſo the hearth 


of men, which are under the influence of 


legal bondage, by conſequence are not recon- ä 
ciled to God, nor indeed can be, till the en- 


mity is ſlain by the grace of the better cove- 


Romans viii. 3. } 


nant. Being Licks wks its empire, the 
reign of ſin ceaſes, and not till then. Self- 
: righteous. perſons are uſually the greateſt 
enemies to the high decrec of heaven to fave 
man by mere mercy : they affect to ſhare the 
glory of their own ſalvation; and, like Syria's | 
_ . feprous captain, turn away in a rage, becauſe 
Abana and Pharphar, the rivers of Damaſeus, 
are not recommended before all the waters in 
 Jſrael. Vet the decree of heaven is fixed, no 
ul ſhall glory in his preſence. Under our 
firſt ſerious concern, the law excites terror 
and deſpair, until we look to him who hath 
fulfilled it. When eſtabliſhed chriſtians, for 
a ſeaſon, loſe ſight of their ſurety, the law 
frequently takes occaſion to magnify their 
guilt, and to produce fear and terror, till 5 
they are favoured with renewed views of 
Chriſt, and his finiſhed ſal vation. What "mn 
pleaſing calm does the agitated breaſt feel in 
the contemplation of the complete ſalvation M 
of the Son of God! His work of righteouſneſs = 
is peace, and the effed of righteouſneſs, quietneſs MF 
| aud aſſurance for eVer. The infinitely juſt L 
claims of the law Ling fully ſatisfied by our 
divine Surety, on the behalf of his people, 
their faith gives credit to it; 3 hope waits for 
Fg the 


„ 21 ) 


7 the Spirit 8 teſtimony ; 1 = love enjoys a re- 
conciled God in Chriſt. But though faith, 


at ſeaſons, gives the moſt encouraging ideas 


of God, yet, when its vigour is enfeebled, un- 
belief too often produces hard thoughts of the 


gracious Majeſty of heaven; and leads almoſt 
to a concluſion that he is deſigning their ruin. 


Sthly. The law is a general accuſer; it im- 

| pleads all mankind. ** Now we know that 
Whatlſoeyer things the law faith, it faith to 

thoſe who are under the law: that every 
mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world 
; become guilty before God“. Our fin gives. 


it juſt occaſion to accuſe, and arms it with 


terror againſt us. It comes forward as an 
opponent in a court of juſtice, produces its 
charges, —ſubſtantiates our guilt, and de- 
mands the puniſhment of the delinquent +, 
Me attempt to juſtify, or, at leaſt, to extenu- 
ate our conduct; but the law, which is ne- 
ceſſarily the enemy to our /inful character, 
does not leave us till we are ſtripped of all 
our excuſes, till we plead guilty, and ac- 
eee that we are obnoxious to the 


"* Rom, | iii. 500 +2 Dar, i iii. 18 No Dr. Owen on 7 


J . Chap. iv. p · 187. 
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moſt tremendous puniſhment, In vain do 
we plead, that we have ſome good works. 
=. counterbalance our infirmities, that we 
are in ſome inſtances better than others. 
that we have been regular in our vrofeſſion, 
moral, ſincere, pious, and charitable :” the 
injured law, undiverted by ſuch pretences, 
purſues its object, fixes guilt on our con- 
ſciences, and ſtops our mouths by convic- 
tions; while, conſcious of our deſert, we are 
obliged to acquieſce, if not in the execution, 
yet, in the refitude, of the ſentence, that 
| conſigns us to miſery and woe. 
6thly. The law having carried its point 
bo againſt us, as an accuſer, we experience it as 
the nuniftration-of condemnation *. While we 
are under its arreſt and influence, it begins 
to execute its ſentence, We feel it in our 


mortal frame, in all our pains and ſickneſſes; 


in all our croſſes and diſappointments ; in all 


dur mental ſorrows and ſufferings; in the 


fear and terror of our minds ; in the gloomy 
proſpects of death, and the painful uncer- 
tainty of a future world of blefledneſs +. 
ns. through the power of the . Wwe 


1 


2 . 55 | + Rom. with I 5. 


WE) 43 
are out up as in a priſon : God hath concluded 
all in unbelief, or ſhut them up all together in a 
late of guilt *; from which they cannot be 
delivered but by a diſplay of fovereign mercy, 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
| Jeſus. For, before faith came, we were 
under the law, ſhut up unto the faith which 
Was afterwards to be revealed. We are 
held as captives under its commanding, con- 
vincing, and condemning power, —fſhut up 
on every ſide, that we might be prepared to 
receive Chriſt as revealed in the goſpel, with 
more abundant manifeſtation of light and 
grace +.” In this dark, deep, miſerable 
dungeon of fin, condemnation, and death, 
we lie, bound in more than adarnantine 
chains, by the hand of eternal juſtice. That 
glorious attribute of the Almighty is engaged 
to vindicate the honour of his righteous law, 
and effectually to ſecure the aner z ; nor can 
he ever be releaſed, till ſatisfaction be made. 
The condemned ſons of Hagar (thoſe who 
are under the firſt covenant) have only their 
bread and water, earthly and periſhing g good, 
2 N will foon be exhauſted, unleſs the 


n. ili, 23. It Dr. Guiſe i in 15. 
Ce wel 


1 N 0 24 Jy 7 
wells of ſilvation are opened to tha; and 
|- the bread of heaven afforded, of which the 
true feed of Abraham eat and drink and live 
for ever“. Until we are admitted into the 
ſpiritual family, the law holds us faſt +; our 
enemies detain us under their empire; but in 
the free juſtification of the goſpel, and by 
the regenerating grace of the ſpirit, they all 
become dead to us, and we to them: The 
prey then is taken from the mighty, and the 
lawful captive is delivered. The defence- 
| lefs, helpleſs, and hopeleſs prey to the juſtice 
of Jehovah, to the righteous claims of the 
holy law, ( whoſe eye is not waxed dim; nor 
its natural vigour abated) a prey to mighty 
devils; to powerful corruptions; to the ma- 
lignant influence of the world; and, finally, 
to death, the king of terrors. Such is the 
deplorable condition of all mankind, until the 
| 5 compaſſionate Redeemer * proclaims liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the priſon to 
them that are bound.” He, with an al- 
1 mighty energy, ſpeaks, +« Looſe bim, and let 
bim go,” Then the dead ſinner enjoys ſpi- 
= ritual life; the poor dave, graciouſly re- 


Gen, xxi. 12—21 Comp. Gal, iv, 225g 
e * 6 
on ' deemed, 


* 25 ) | 
1 now enters upon, and . ſtands faſt 
in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
him free. The | 
From the view we 580 og of the lan, | 
we learn the authority of Jehovah, the 
manifeſtation of his excellence, the reſtraint 
the law puts on ſin, —as it ſhews it to be 
exceeding ſinful as it impreſſes the guilty 
mind with a piercing ſenſe of its demerit,. 
ſerves as a glaſs to reflect our own proper. 
image ;—is a univerſal accuſer ; ;—condemns. 
and ſhuts us up in priſon ;—and holds us faſt 
without giving us the leaſt hope of relief. 
Here the goſpel finds us, the pleaſing lan- 
guage of which ſounds in our ears, Turn, 155 
to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope.“ bs: 
| Jeſus is a redeemer of captives. Thien is. 

- + redemption through his blood.” The de- 
f gu of heaven concerning you is Unger r 
. and hereby it is declared. As for thee : 
alſo, by the blood of thy covenant, I have ſent 
forth thy priſoners out of the bit me 15 no 
water. We now come 5. 

a2dly, To the conſideration * Faith, : | 
Though faith is here placed in a kind of 
oppoſition to the law, yet they are not in 
the leaſt at variance. Ignorance and per- 

1 Cr dg verſeneſs | 


2 2 26 » 
| vitheties may bees them in a \ Koftile ſituaZ 
tion, yet between them there is a pleafi ing 


=p harmony; ; and they mutually influence each 


other, in advancing the gry of God in his 
67th apa diſpenſations. in 
| © Faith is here incluſive of every en we 
can poſſibly fake Of It, © E 
I. It is put for the whole ſyltem of the 
goſpel , as diſtinguiſhed from the law, or 
the whole Jewiſh ceconomy F. In this diſ- 
penſation the divine name has been pro- 
claimed, in its richeſt glory, and every attri- 
bute of God moſt perfectly harmonizes, in 
the ſalvation of miſerable ſinners, through 
- the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This bleſſed © goſ- 
pel is to be made known among all nations 
for the obedience of faith. In proportion as 
tit obtains credit, its author is nne and 
hs believer is made happy. 
2. Faith is a term to expreſs th PSTN : 


"I Aer of the goſpel. Earneſtly contend 
for the faith once delivered unto the ſaints,” 
By faith, Saint Jude intends the dod#rines of 


_ * faith, To theſe we are cheerfully to ſub- 
„ ſcribe, on the mag. + lion « of God . 


f . Gil. i 1. 23. + Dems: wy hy | 
Ms nine. 


cn) 
himſelf We do not expect to ſee the pro- 


fouud doctrines of revelation explained on the 
higheſt principles of human reaſon; but we 
implicitly receive them on the warrant of 
their infallible author. The unity of the di- 
vine effence in the trinity of perſons, the 
incarnation of the Son of God, —redemption 
| through his blood, —juſtification by his righ- 
teouſneſs, the new birth, — the riſe and pro- 
greſs of ſanctification, —perſeverance to the 
end, the general reſurrection, — the final 
judgment, —eternal life, and endleſs death, 
are ſubjects which demand our moſt ready 
aſſent, becauſe revealed by him who is truth 
itſelf,” That God, to whoſe intelligence 
there can be no limits, cannot be miſtaken in 
wWjuhat concerns himſelf, his purpoſes, and the 
works of his hands. And while it is impoſ- 
ible for him to err, his love and faithfulneſs 
moſt * en 25 N 80 on bis 
creatures. 


3. By faith we may 1185 deen aha 


= great- object of faith *, Chriſt is principally 
to be regarded in the act of believing. **Be- 


8 ted ” "ma in 2 25 1 was de- 
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 livered for our offences, and raiſed again for 
our juſtification.” Faith regards the perſon, 
work, and ſacrifice of the Lord Jeſus, as the 
_ - reaſon, cauſe, and matter of our acquittal 
from condemnation. ** Believe in the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” His 
righteouſneſs is called, ** the e en of 
faith.“ The Holy Spirit, whoſe office it is 
to glorify Jeſus, has directed us, in a very pe- 
culiar manner, to place our confidence in 
him, his offices, obedience, blood, fulneſs, 
grace, power, promiſes, and compaſſions. 
Hence we are drawn from ſin, the world, 
ſelf, works, improved graces, and inherent. 


| holineſs; to Chriſt alone, in whom we truſt, 


and to en we . for whatever * 
n . 
Th kat faith is 3 anderfiood-6 for 8 
ok object of faith, is moſt evident; for the ſame 
bleſſings which are given to us through Jeſus , 
Chriſt, are ſaid to be beſtowed alſo by faith. 


|  Chrift has procured them, and faith receives 


them*, In the world of glory, love will be 


en life, John vi. 57. Gal. ii, 20. Remiſſon, | 

Eßpgh. i. J. Ads xxvi. 18.  7uftification, Iſa. Iii. 11. Gal. 

5 We * Fe, Col i. 20. Rom. v. 1. <a, Eph. ii. 
1 . 18. 
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+ Ihe moſt diſtinguiſhed grace ; in the preſent | 
ſtate of conflict and imperfection, faith is the 
moſt important ; as it virtually includes al 

= others. Therefore, 

4 Let us conſider faith as a grace, as hav- 
ing a relation to the whole ſyſtem of the 4 
noſpel, —to the evidence on which it is eſta- 
bliſhed, —its pure doctrines, —intereſting facts, 
5 precious promiſes, righteous precepts,.— 
| holy ordinances, and myſterious providences. 
Faith is a belief of the divine teſtimony,—a 
receiving, and relying on Chriſt for ſalvation, 
an embracing the promiſes; with an appli- 
cation of them to ourſelves, as though made 
10 us in particular; at leaſt, with a ſincere 
deſire of ſuch an application. In the exerciſe 
of this grace all the powers of the ſoul are 
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engaged, and the heart is the ſeat of it, . 1 
leſs than the underſtanding. Its properties 1 
are worthy of our particular attention. 9 
It is a q vine operation. The diſciples, on 38 
2 certain occaſion, enquired, 60 what ſhall. we 7 
5 18. 8 v. 2. Fan I. . Cor. i i. 30. Adds xy. 5 1 
. 9. Conqueſt, John xvi. 33. 1 John v. 4. Sonſhip, Epheſ. = 
i. 5. Gal. iii. 26. Inheritance, Gal. iv. 7. Acts xxvi. 18. Mm 
Eternal life, 1 John v. 11, 12. John xi. 16. ea wa 5 +8 
5 Mouton, Ou iii, 17. Epheſ. ii. 18, ä 1 
. | N 8 14 
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Wt to work the work of God!?“ They + are 

exhorted 70 Believe; that is the work of God *. 
An ability to credit the divine record is the 

production of a power more than human. 
We are riſen by the faith of the operation 
"= God 1 Faith is the gracious gift of hea- 

ven. To you it is given on the behalf of 

| chan to e by I men in n Th ha- 


Ae” is 


— - 
— —— — - — — —— - — - ” = . 


l. DN nor can even ſaluts ts receive the 
= comforts of the goſpel, until the energy of 
the Spirit is diſplayed : then the finner ** be- 
 Heves and trembles;“ and the believer cries 
out, My Lord, and my God.” Such who 
are divinely inſtructed, feel, to their great 
ſorrow, their incapacity to command their 
faith at their pleaſure. They are often the 
| diſtreſſed ſubjects of doubts and fears; divine 
RS ik conſolations are ſuſpended, their hearts are 
1 and their moſt importunate petition 
1s, Lord, increaſe our faith 9. 
"This Precious faith leads to a reception r 
Ch riſt in all his rich variety of charallers. 
It cannot admit of a divided Saviour. El 
. muſt have Jeſus 4 in all his en with 


® John vi. 29. t Cal. i ü. 12. | x Phil, i. 29. 8 Luke 
il. 5. | 


al 


4 3¹ ) 


| all he is —with all he has. It can, on nd 
pretence whatever, diſpenſe with his pro- 
phetic teaching, his prieſtly ſprinkling, nor 

His kingly authority and government over all 


the powers of the ſoul. It has an univerſal 
attachment to the perſon of the Lord Jeſus; 
and as it thus received him, fo it walks in 
bim. To as many as received him, to 
them gave he the power of becoming the 


ſons of God; even to as e as believed in ; 


tus name *,” 10 0 
It is a nn poi fubl me It 


be” Svcs its ſtrength from the arm of omnipo- 5 


tence, and unites with it in its exertions. As 


all things are poſſible with God, ſo whatever 
is neceſſary to ſalvation is poſſible to him 
who believes T. What aſtoniſhing works 
has faith performed! The apoſtle, after hav- 
ing ſhewn. its various modes of acting, in 
numerous ſignal inſtances, in the eleventh _. 


chapter to the Hebrews, concludes his ac- 


count of its mighty influence, by remarking 

of the ancient worthies, that,“ Through 5 
faith they ſubdued kingdoms, wrought rb 2 
Oy obtained of ag e the 


8 Ich i i. 12. + Mark 1 ix. 23. 


mouths 
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N 5 
mouths of en quenched the violence of 
fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, out of 
weakneſs were made ſtrong, waxed valiant 


in fight, and turned to flight the armies of 


the aliens.“ Even little faith can perform 
wonders, ** If. ye had faith (ſays Jeſus) as 
= a grain of muſtard ſeed, ye ſhould ſay to this 
mountain, Be removed, and it ſhould obey 
you.“ What difficulties, however apparently 
unſurmountable, can ſtand before it ! -Earth 
and hell may oppoſe it, but all in vain. It 
muſt eee wee and be crowned 
with glory. "HE FM CT 
Nor is it WT vic ties in a ſubferiug ſtate. 5 
1 learns to ſubmit, with the bumbleſt reſig · 
nation, to the appointments of providence. : 
It never riſes ſo high in triumph as when in 
the deepeſt afflictions. When: tortured, 
they accepted not deliverance, | that they 


miggbt obtain a better reſurrection. What 


ſufferings have been endured ! What patience 
and perſeverance have been manifeſted! What 
victory obtained even to eternal glory! How | 
eſſentially different is this precious grace from 
the merely Hiſtorical Faith of Agrippa; who 
was only the almoſt chriſtian: and from the 
temporary credence of Herod ;' who, while © he 
1 . did 


(330 


did many things, and heard John gladly, “ 
Was abandoned to his luſts. How widely 


different from the temporary gift of miraculous 


Faith in Judas; who, though he wrought. 
.mighty works by.the power of the 7 
Was a vaſſal to fin, the world, and the devil. 


This radical grace wnites the heart? of its 


Hole Hor to the Lo Died Jeſus. Hereby we myo 
in him, as che branch abides in the vine.“ 
We have an union of judgment, deſire, will, 
and affection, — the ſame mind is in us which 
2 appeared in him.— How ineſtimable a pri 
lege is fellowſhip with the Son of God ! 
How! great the felicity connected with ſuch 
Saunt which, while we enjoy, we can- 
not but rapturouſly 1 * It is good to 
uh here? | 


 Aﬀettion is r from this nag of 
union. Faith which worketh by love.” 


It cleaves to Chriſt; and, as the ivy which | 
| twines around the oak, is both nouriſhed, 
and ſupported; ſo our love is raiſed higher 


and higher, by union to Jeſus, till it aſcends 
to heaven. Jeſus 1s, of all others, the moſt 


_ deſerving of our eſteem. ' Tell me, O thou 
whom my ſoul loveth, where thou feedeſt, 
where thou makeſt thy flock to reſt at 
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noon.“ Love is the grand motive of all 
acceptable obedience. We ds. nov love him 
merely for his own love/ineſs ; what be is in 
himſelf, and what he is to us, unite in attract- 
ing our affection . If we love him, ſubjec- 
tion to his will, and a concern to promote 
his glory, in every way poſſible, will be the 
capital, leading object of our attention. 
Hence, in the very nature of things, 7 
Faith is produtirve of the fruits of do. 
The hearts of both Jews and Gentiles © were 
purified by faith .“ They aimed at the 
practical deteſtation of every vice, —at the 
cultivation of every virtue, —and the diligent 
performance of every duty. Holineſs was 
their beautiful ornament, and the natural 
element of their heaven-born minds. Such 


cannot breathe in the impure atmoſphere of 


ſenſuality. The true believer's origin is di- 
vine, the aſpirations of his ſoul are to things 
that are above. He cannot habitually indulge 
to © fin, becauſe he is born of God.” His 
ſanctification is univerſal; ** in body, ſoul, 
and ſpirit.” This immortal principle regu- 

lates the diſordered powers of the mind; in- 


6154 Song v. 16. + Acts xv. 9. 


fuſes 


uſes 


Ee) 


fuſes a ſweet favour into our ont 
and conſtrains us to a holy, exemplary beha- 
viour. Faith is, finally, an obedient grace. 
The goſpel is made known among all na- 
tions, for the ** obedience of faith.” It bows 
the knee of due ſubmiſſion to the authority 


of Jeſus,—is ſilent under crofſes,—acquieſces 


in the divine will, —runs with cheerfulneſs 
in the way of his commands, and e in 
all the revealed will of God. 
Having ſpoken on the 2 of the Jaw; and 
the nature of faith, as ſtanding in apparent | 
contradiſtinction to it, we now proceed, 
3dly, To the inquiry, Do we then make 
void either the nature, neceſſity, or deſign of 


the law through faith? God forbid! Be this 


far from us! we are ſhocked at the thought ! 1 
| The reverſe is the caſe, and the intention of 
: the Law-giver, the undeviating purpoſe of 
all his adminiſtrations, is the eſtabliſhment of 
it, in all its authority, energy, and requiſi- 
tions. It ſtands on unſhaken ground, and is 
ſo confirmed, that it cannot poſſibly be abo- 
liſhed. There is the ſtricteſt propriety in 
his inſtitutions, which cannot be diſpenſed 
. with, they are as unalterable as his very I na- 
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0 36 ) 
We have obſerved that the Judi cial law, 
as containing the fixed principles of univerſal 


civil juſtice, in its ſpirit and deſign, receives 
an honourable ſanction from the ſpread of 


the goſpel; that being the moſt effectual | 


mean Mu civilization, morality, and good or- 
der *. It will influence governors to rule in 
the "wh of God, it will make our officers 
peace, and our exactors righteouſneſs.” It 
will promote ſubordination. and reverence to 
authority, as it directs us to ſubmit to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake.” 


The goſpel diſpenſation: ſubſtantiates the 


Levitical ritual, fo that it was fulfilled, and 


thereby, in the higheſt ſenſe, eſtabliſhed in 
_ Chriſt, We may ſtill gather much inſtruc- 
tion from the ceremonial law, though a lite- 


ral practical attention to it is ſu perſeded. We 


may diſcover the great impurity of fin, —the | 
effectual remedy provided, and pointed out, 

by the numerous ſacrifices, the neceflary 
application of it by the various waſhings and 


ſprinklings. In this effabliſhment the infinite 


wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, mercy, truth, and 


faithfulneſs of God moſt conſpicuouſly ap- 8 | 


„Titus ii, 11, 12. 


peared, 


# 


C Ip 3 


peared, and cheered the hopes of his waiting 


people; who, with eager deſire looked for- 


ward to that period when Jeſus, the day- 
ſpring from on high, ſhould viſit us, and be 
a light to lighten the gentiles, and the glory 
of bis bene . 

The moral law is ſpecifically eſtabliſhed, 
Not one jot or tittle can paſs away.“ It i is 
of more account to the Law-giver than the 
_ continuance of the very heavens *. It is 
eſtabliſhed in a variety of reſpects. | 
1; inthe repreſentative character of Jeſus, 
In his ſubſtitution, —/uretyſbip, and obedis 
ence. His doings and ſufferings were the 
payment of our Jakes, : His obadidties'l is our 
righteouſneſs, his death is our ranſom. He 
_ finiſhed tranſgreſſion, made an end of ſin, and 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs.” He 
ani6ed the precepts of the law in his life, 


and its penalties, when he made his ſoul 
an offering for ſin.” In this ſenſe, he is the 
* end of the law for righteouſneſs, to every 


. one that believeth «x ” We derive from the 
Sf Adam depravity, fin, guilt, death, and 
ruin; from the e Adam, cc the Lord 


Matt. v. 18. + Rom. x. 4. 
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( 38 ) 
from heaven,” we enjoy pardon, righteauſ- | 
neſs, grace, holineſs, and glory. The 
law was fulfilled by the death of Jeſus, he 
ſtilled its thunders, and filenced its ana- 


themas in the arne he 0 to the 
n of God.“ 


The goſpel ſyſtem gives r to the 
TE mg as it juſtifies its requiſitions and penal- 
ties, and propoſes a method of ſalvation with- 
out diſpenſing with legal authority; but, on 
the contrary, gives it the higheſt honqur, 
It explains its extenſive purity,-—aſſerts its 
Juſtice, and pleads for all its ſanctions, while 
it reveals to the hopeleſs ſinner the great 
atonement, by which . God is juſt, and the 
juſtifier of the ungodly who believe in Je- 
ſus.“ The law therefars 1s Karcher Mi a 
„ 
3. In the juſt ati of a * in ah 
ſight of God, We are not accepted on the 
terms of a milder law ; but an the conditions of 
4he old covenant performed by our ſurety, We 
plead his work, and on that alone we rely. 
He took our ſins, and we receive his merit. 


= $ auh ſin that is in thee” (fith Tanker) . 


85 i e i- 


Ee): : 


is not laid to thy charge, but is pardoned 


for the ſake of Chriſt, in whom thou believs 
eſt, who is perfectly juſt; whoſe righteouſ- 
neſs is thy righteoufneſs, and thy fin is his 
ſin,” Now we appear in a better righteouſ- 
| neſs than ever we could have received from 
Adam. It is called, the righteouſneſs of 
God.“ —Ilt is ſuperior in a en to that of 
the moſt exalted of the heavenly Intelligen- 
cies. The robe of the redeemed would, if 


poſſible, put Gabriel to the bluſh. ** We 


are accounted righteous before God, only on 

the account of the merits of Chriſt, and not for 
our own works or deſervings *. Juſtifica- 
tion unto eternal life, is a gracious and righ- _ 

teous act of God, imputing the obedience and 
ſufferings of his Son to a believing ſinner; 
ablolring him from his ſins, and conſtituting 
him righteous, to the praiſe and glory of hls 
juſtice and grace. The Father is the juſti- 
fier , the Son is the perſon by whom we 


are juſtified  ; the Spirit bears his teſtimony 


to the fact throughout the ſcriptures, and in 
the conſcience, by which faith is encouraged, 

and by its vital influence we enjoy the inva- 
Juable privileges of the redeemed 9. on © There 


* Article of the Church of England on juſtification, 


+ Rom, ii iii» 25. f. Ifa, liii. 11. Epheſ. i. 12— 14. 


D 4 is 


„ 


** 1 * 
n TOES 1 1 ny 
= * * wt x ng a * 


q 
RAC SER 


es 1 


* 
FFF 


e 


6 


is therefore now no condemnation to them 


who are in Chriſt Jeſus; who walk not after 


the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. The law of 
the ſpirit (the goſpel, or the grace of the 
{pirit by the goſpel) makes them free from 
the law of fin and death. This leads me to 


notice, 


4. The ab! ſhment of the law in the fans 
and ſpirit of a believer. He no longer regards 


it in the old-covenant form, —in this ſenſe 
he 1s dead to it ; but by virtue of his union 


with the Lord Jeſus he “e delights in the 
law of God after the inner man *.“ He 
| ſees and approves its deſign, and with a fer- 
vent affection, prays for the accompliſhment 
of that promiſe, which aſſures him that God 


will << put his laws into his mind, and write 
them in his heart +.” The believer with 


his ** mind ſerves the law of God ;” he is not 


above it, he is under its preceptive authority, 
—obeys its injunctions from a principle the 
moſt attractive, even love to God, which 


alſo gives it the higheſt preference. It is 


therefore, 

d be eftabliſhed rule of a Chriſtian! s mo- 
ral conduct ; and his obedience to it, as ſuch, 
3 1s both his duty and privilege. 

* Rom. vii. 22. 7 Heb. viii. 10, 11. 2 Cor, iii. 3. 
* z Some 


4 


f 


). 


Some good people, whoſe views are too 


partial, cannot diſunite the law and the co- 
venant of works; and fearing leſt the goſpel 


ſhould be injured, exclude the idea of the 
law in every poſſible form. They would do 
well to conſider that the nature of the law is 
immutable, that it cannot be altered, wnleſs - 
our obligation to our Creator could ceaſe. * The 
Lord may abrogate poſitive inſtitutions, and 
appoint others; he may arrange various cir- 


cumſtances, relative to his law, in a new 


| manner, according to the different ſituations 
in which we are placed“: but love to him, 


The abolition of the Jewiſh ſabbath, and the ſubſtitu- 
tion of the firſt day, is conſiſtent with this doctrine. The . 
time is only a circumſtance of the law. It is ſuppoſed to 
have been changed before on the Exodus of the people | 
from Egypt; and its preſent change brings it back to its 

original ſtate. Its firſt change was to commemorate the 
miraculous deliverance of Iſrael from bondage, wherein 
we have the higheſt proof of a ſingular providence; the 


other was deſigned as a record of an event of far greater 


_ conſequence. The former principally regarded the Ifrael- 
Itiſh nation, the latter relates to the intereſts of the whole 
world. The great Legiſlator, in ſuch caſes, exerciſes his 
oy prerogative in the circumſlantial mutation, while the 
ſpirit of the inſtitution continues. A ſeventh part of our 

0 time is the Lord's, under whatever diſpenſation we may 


live 
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with all the powers of our ſouls, and an 
equal love to each other, muſt continue the 
indiſpenſable duty of all accountable creatures 
however circumſtanced *. 5 

The law is not neceſſarily, the covenant of 
works; that is only, in itſelf, a circumſtance, 
an incident of it, by the condeſcending en- 


gagement of God to our firſt parents. It is 


live, There is no reaſon for any new injunRion, 


ſeeing a ſeventh part of time has been ever devoted to God, 
from Adam to the patriarchs, from them to Moſes, from 
him to the prophets, from them to Chriſt, from Chriſt to 


his apoſtles, and from their days, a dedication of ſuch a 


portion of time has been the conſtant uſage of the churches. 


Their example is a confirmation of its continued inſtitu- 


tion. The good judge Hale uſed to ſay, © He was gene- 
rally happy through the week according to the holy regard 


he paid to the ſabbath-day,” The ſolemn republication | 


of the original ſabbath from mount Sinai is a clear proof 
that it is not abrogated ; but only ſuſpended for an ap- 
pointed time, until prefiguration ſhould give way to reali- 


ty, ſhadow to ſubſtance, and type to antitype. Here, as 
Mr. Kennedy obſerves, The Iſraelitic temporary ſabbath 


died and was buried in the ſepulchre of Chriſt, for on that 


whole day he reſted in the grave; and, in this, its typical 
ſenſe was accompliſhed, At his reſurrection the primitive 


ſabbath moſt gloriouſly and triumphantly reaſſumed its ori- 


ginal ſtation; and its ancient obſervance was revived in 


the practice of the apoſtles and the whole body of 258 
tians.“ OY Scott. 


8 „V | diſtind, 
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distinct, and can exiſt ſeparate; and under 
the goſpel it loſes its covenant relation, and 


by the authority of Jeſus its precepts are 


evangelized. Before there can be a gracious 


regard to this rule of practical religion, the 
tree muſt be made good, then the fruit will 


be good.“ The faithful are trees of righ- 
teouſneſs, their fruitis holineſs, and their end 
is everlaſting life.” As light and heat are 
the natural effects of the ſun, ſo holy diſpo- 


ſitions and good works are the genuine con- 
ſequences of pure and undefiled religion, or 


the grace of God in our hearts. The whole 
revealed will of God is our directory; © and 
as many as walk by this rule, peace be on 
them, and on the Iſrael of God.“ Herein 


the moral law is ſpecifically inforced ; not in 


its old-covenant form, but from Chriſt, who. 
with the kindeſt deſigns enforces its probepts 


for our obedience. 


The doctrine of the moſt perfect and free 5 
juſtification by the grace of God, can be very 
conſiſtently ſupported without excluding the 
law as the rule of our moral conduct; or the 


inſpired writers would not have made it a 


part of the chriſtian' 8 directory. Jeſus came 
to eſtabliſh it in eyery poſſible inſtance ; not 
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only by his own obedience, but i in the ſanc- 
tification of his people. Love is enjoined as 
the principle of obedience; and the law- pre- 
cepts as the rule of its action. Owe no 
man any thing, but to love one another : for 
he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law.“ The apoſtle then recites the com- 
mand, as the rule by which our love is to be 
regulated. For this, thou ſhalt not com- 
mit adultery, thou ſhalt not kill, thou ſhalt 
not ſteal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, 
thou ſhalt not covet; and if there be any 

other commandment, it is briefly compre- 

Hended in this ſaying, namely, thou ſhalt 

love thy neighbour as thyſelf, Love work- 
eth no ill to his neighbour, therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law *.“ It is evident 
that the avollle here recommends a confor- 
mity to the commands of the law from the 
motives of the goſpel. . Purity, tenderneſs, 
probity, truth, contentment, and love, are all 
our duty, and here they are urged upon us. 
Filial obligations in the goſpel are powerfully 
urged from law precepts.—** Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 


* Rom. iii, 8, 9, 10. 


Honour 


- „ 

Honour thy father and mother, which is the 
firſt commandment with promiſe *.” Love 
to God and man ſeminally comprehends all 
the graces. which the goſpel recommends, 
„Love to thyſelf” (ſays Luther), © is the 
moſt proper, beſt and neareſt example for 
our love to all others. Conſider well thyſelf, 


| to regulate thy love to others; if thou art 47 
| right, the book of the law in thy heart will 1 
5 | correſpond with that which 1s revealed 1 2 4 
: We 'F 
- © Epbeſ vi. 1, 2. J He, the real believer, ſhews the * 
. l is reſtored on his heart, & The law written on the | 4 
| mind doth not make the outward law ufeleſs ; for that is 1 
q ſtill a rule. This inward law written in the heart, is a 1 
5 conformity to the outward rule; and therefore is not the 4 1 
3 rule itſelf. The law in the heart is imprinted by the ex- 5 | | 
2 | ternal word in the hand of the ſpirit; and therefore to try 1 
4 the truth of the law within, we muſt have recourſe to the 4 
law written. If a man hath notions of any human laws, 

„ he muſt conſult the law written to know whether his ideas 


of it are right, and whether his actions are according to 

3, dhe letter or reaſon of the law, or no; as the law of fin 

within a man is not the rule of judging of ſin, but the law 
of God, fo neither is the law of grace within the rule of 
judging good, but the word of God, The law within. 
though it be commenſurate to the law in its eſſential parts, 

it is imperfect as yet; but a rule ought to be perfect, and 

ſo is the written law, It is the law written in the word 

Ir ” that we are to take heed u unto for the cleanſing our 1 i 

| cc t y ! 
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We ſhould not conſider this as legalizing the 


goſpel, while the cauſe and effect of our ac- 


ceptance are kept diſtinct. From the goſpel 
we are ſupplied with the moſt powerful mo- 
tives to obey the will of God; and faith, 
hope, love, and fear, are the afive principles 


of a holy life. For theſe graces we are di- 


refed to Chriſt, and for a ſtimulus to, and 
guide 1 in their exerciſe to the whole revealed 
will of God, the law not excluded. He gives 


the deſire of the heart, and the ability of the 
hand, to will and to do of his good plea- 


ſure,” We take hold of his ſtrength, and 
from his fulneſs we receive; and grace for 
grace. The glory of God is the aint to 


which our aim is directed, this is our higheſt 


privilege, as well as our firſt and laſt duty. 


« Ye are bought with a price, therefore glo- 


rify God in your body and in your ſpirit, 
which are God's.“ Our actions are the 


beſt viſible evidences of our regeneration; F 
there is in them the higheſt certainty that 


can be expected: $6 By their fruits ye ſhall 
know them,” e e IL 


« thy word have 1 hid within my heart, that I wight not 
ſin 8 thee.” Charnock. 2 Cor. vi. 20. 


6. The 


not 


He 


—NT— 2 — Ret ao 
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6. The law, as a rule, is an abiding obliga- 


authority of Chriſt, ** being not without law 


to God, but under the law to Chriſt *.“ 

The ſcriptures juſtify our concluſions, that 
we are fully redeemed from the curſe of the 
law, and from the law, as to its covenant re- 


lation; but not from its preceptroe injunction. 


Of its abatement there is not any the leaſt 
intimation; yea, rather our obligations to 
it are greatly increaſed, which render the re- 
quiſitions of the law perfectly conſiſtent. 
Our happineſs will ever be proportionate to 


tion. Not the covenant of the rule, but the 
rule of the aboliſbed covenant: not in the 
leaſt under its ſanction, but enjoined by the 


the exerciſe of love to God, and love to man. 


holineſs and happineſs. Nor can ſin and mi- 


teſtimony, concerning the ſufficiericy of ſal- 


There is an inſeparable connexion between 


ſery be diſunited, if we die deſtitute of an 

Intereſt in the Saviour. Our experience will 
elucidate theſe remarks. When are we hap- 
' py? When our faith ſubmits to the divine 


vation in the Son of God, when we bow 


* Cor. ix. 21. 


—— when 


to his righteous will in providence and grace, 
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hen we do not wilfully indulge fin; or 
neglect any known obligation. Vet the re- 


ward is not of debt, but purely from the free 


favour of God. 


But it may be aſked, « who hath woe, 
1 contention, babblings, wounds with- 
out cauſe, and redneſs of eyes?” Surely, they 
who limit the Holy One of Iſrael; who con- 


tend againſt his will, negle& his worſhip, 


and indulge themſelves in wickedneſs. Can 


ſuch be happy? It is impoſſible. ©** The way 


of tranſgreſſors is hard.” There is no peace, 
faith my God, to the wicked. Holy obe- 


.dience to the rule of the firſt covenant, is the 
| beſt proof we can give of our intereſt in the 
grace of the ſecond; which brings us to make 
a right uſe of it, not to obtain is. but to re- 
Zulste the life we receive from him, who is 
the reſurrection and the liſe, to all the redeem- 
ed. The law and the goſpel are reciprocally 
ſubſervient to each other; yet it becomes us 


to keep them diſtinct, as covenants; and the 
awful glories of the former ſhould lead us 


| highly to prize, and cordially to embrace the 


privileges of the latter. 


7. We ſhall ſubmit : a further nation. 


to give weight to the doctrine we before ad- 


vanced. 


ti)” 


vanced. The Lord Jeſus is certainly repre- 
ſented as a pattern or example, as to the mat- 
ter and manner both of his obedience and 
ſufferings “, though not with reſpect to the 

degree. Jeſus in his life yielded the moſt 
perfect conformity to the divine law, not 
only with a deſign to bring in everlaſiing 
righteouſneſs; but alſo to exhibit that exam- 


ple to which we muſt be aſſimilated; and our 
imitation of him is graciouſly decreed, for 


We are predeſtinated to be conformed to ther _ 
/ God's dear Son. | 
Gratitude claims our regard to divine com- 

mands. Will any pardoned tranſgreſſor of 
human laws plead an exemption from them 
| becauſe he has experienced the clemency of 
his prince in the forgiveneſs of his paſt of- 


fences ?—Surely' no !—will not his attach- 


ment be ſtrengthened in proportion to the 
diſplay of the” royal mercy ? To take l- 
berty to ſin becauſe grace abounds, is an 


evidence of the vileſt depravity,—a ſpecies of 


wickedneſs that even hell itſelf cannot pro- 
duce. 
The W to the decalogue ſuppoſes it 
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Py 
was given to be obſerved by 15551 on the 
priuciples of the goſpel. Jehovah aſſerted 


his-own gracious character, and inforced obe- 


dience therefrom ; I am he Lord thy God, Sec. 


Then follow the commands, which, in this 
connexion, were doubtlets given that thoſe 
people, by the practice of them, might prove 


their love to their covenant God. Some, 
through blindneſs, abuſed the kind deſign of 


as to legal purpoſes ; but others, "ho 


ſaw the intention of their Maker, manifeſted 
their love to him, and regulated their beha- 


viour by the rule laid down, out of a pure 


beart, a good conſcience, and faith unfeigned. 


Moreover, the law is ſaid to have been 6r- 


dined in the hand of a mediator. Moſes was 
that mediator on the part of Iſrael; and pro- 


bably, 3 in that inſtance, a type of Jeſus, who 
is the alone mediator between God and man. 


Hence the law is given us {fo far as it is our 


rule) by the hand of Chriſt; aud its claims 


are laid on us with additional authority, 


And, as we have be fore noticed, i um many in- 
ſtauces la * and colpel injunctions are ſub- 
ſtantially the ſame, white the covenauts are 


= diſtinck. 


* 


Ihe violations of the law by the people 


ot 


6 49 
6f Iſrael, were often ſharply reproved, and 
ſeverely puniſhed individually, as in the caſe 


of David: and colleCtively by national cala- 


mities. The fins which procured the deſo- 


lating . judgments of God, were adultery, 
murder, falſe-ſwearing, covetouſneſs, &c. 


direct violations of the moral law; nor were 


they ſo much puniſhed becauſe they were 


fins merely againſt the law in the form of a 


covenant of works, (as it only became ſo to 


them in conſequence of their rejecting the 
goſpel as contained in the ceremonial law), 
but becauſe they did not regard it as the rule 
of duty in relation to other obligations they 
were under. The duties of the law can ne- 
ver be diſpenſed with ; yea, the obligations 

greatly increaſe, when they are urged by 
motives of love and grace; and conſequently, 


the tranſgreſſion of them is the more aggra- 


„ * | | 
The Lord Jeſi; not only, as we obſerved 
before, in his obedience was our example; 
but he alſo /aught the duties of the moral 
law to his diſciples. - ++ Whoſoever therefore 
| ſhall break one of theſe leaſt commandments, 
and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall be called the 
leaſt in the kingdom of heaven: but whoſo- 
ts E ever 


0 32) 


ever ſhall do, NET teach them, the ſame ſhall 


be called great in the kingdom of heaven *.“ 
The apoſtles followed their maſter in what he 
taught +. They were clear in their views: 
nor did they legalize the goſpel by blending 


with it the commands of the law. Why 


ſhould we affect ſuperior wiſdom? Do we 
not betray our folly, or ſomething worſe, in 
the oppoſition we make to the inſpired doc- 
trine? We ſhould not overlook or blot out 
the word that God has written; nor“ ſhould 


we ſhorten the commandment by lengthen- 
ing out our creed.” However highly men 
may be (eſteemed for their orthodoxy, who 
deny the preceptive part of the law, in that 


inflance they are never commended by our 
Lord ; and were they to attend to the pattern 


ſhewed on the mount, they would not only 
aſſert the extent and ſpirituality of the law, 
and vindicate it from the falſe gloſſes of Jew- 
iſh expounders, but would alſo inforce the 


perpetual obligation of all believers to regard 
its divine precepts. Luther, who wrote with 


great latitude, on the ſubject of the believer's | 
exemption from the law, ſays, „The great- 


Matt. v. 19. Luke x. 37. 30. I James ii. 8—11. 
882 9 3 eſt 


I'Y 


FF 
elt obligation of the goſpel is to ſerve one 


another by love; this, the apoſtle goeth 
about to declare out of the ten command- 
And, after recommending univerſal 
benevolence from the precepts of the law, 
he ſays, again, This is truly to interpret 
the ſcriptures, and God's commandments.” 


He further obſerves, that Godly preachers 


ſhould as diligently teach and urge the doc- 
trine of good works, as the defence of faith, 
for Satan is a deadly enemy to both; not- 
withſtanding faith muſt be firſt planted; for 
without faith it is impoſſible to underſtand 
what a good work is, or what pleaſeth God,” 
He adds, ** fo a chriſtian accompliſheth the 
law, mwardly, by faith (for Chriſt is the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs to all who be- 
lieve), outwardly, "by works which he prac- 
tifes by virtue of the ſame grace. If the 
queſtion be concerning faith, let us utterly 
exclude the law; but if concerning wwor#s, 
let the body and its members be in fubjection 
to the law *.“ And if concerning both, let. 
us do violence to neither; but keep them 
where infinite wiſdom has placed them.“ 


* Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
T1” Calvia 
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Calvin is of the ſame mind on this ſubject, in 


his Inſtilutes. Objection, “ It is not agreeable 
to chriſtians to ſtick to the doctrine of the 


law, which containeth the adminiſtration of 


death.“ Anſwer, Such an opinion is pro- 


fane, for Moſes teacheth excellently, that the 


; law which with ſinners engendereth death, 


is to the ſaints a good rule of life x. Objec- 
tion, The law is abrogated to the faithful.“ 
Anſwer, Not that it doth no more con- 
mand that which is right, but only that it 
may not condemn and deſtroy them, by ter- 


rifying and confounding their conſciences: 
And whereas Paul avoucheth that the law is 


abrogated, he ſpeaketh of the curſe, which 


E not belong to inſtruction, but to the 
force of e the conſcience.“ Our Re- 
formers unite in the ſame view: after repeat- 


ing each command the people pray, that God 


2 mcline their beart to keep it, And at 
the concluſion, they unite in ſaying, Lord, 5 
habe mercy upon us, and write all theſe thy 
Jaws. on our hearts, we beſeech thee.” With. 
what peculiar fervour and devotion has the 
lately deceaſed, and highly honoured ſervant 
135 of God, the Rev. W. Romaine, been ſeen to 


* ® Deut. xxxiii. 46. 


conduct 


C- 333 


conduct this ſervice; in which he gave full 
proof that he conſidered the precepts -of the 
moral law as the rule of a believer's * 


ſation. 


Toplady, Who was age for his or- 


thodouy on this ſubject, hs, „We ſnei- 
ther are, nor can be juſtified, by the law J 
ſtill the uſes of the law are numerous and: 
important; firſt, to convince us of our ſin- 
fulneſs; and then, ſecondly, to lead us to 
Chriſt as the great fulfiller of all righteouſ- 
neſs: now the law does not anſwer theſe 
important ends directly, and of itſelf; but in 
a ſubſerviency to the Holy Spirit's influence, 
when that adorable perſon is pleaſed to 
make the law inſtrumental to the converſion 
of a ſinner ; ; in which caſe, having ſhaken us 
out of our ſelf. righteouſneſs, and reduced us 
do the happy neceſſity of cloſing with the 
Þ righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the law * till ano- 
| ther and further uſe no leſs momentous : for 
thirdly, from that moment it ſtands forward as 
| the great rule for our prattice, walk, and con- 
verſation, ſeeing a true belicver is not without 
law ( anopecs, a lawleſs perſon) towards God: 
but evvofeos, within the bond of the law to 


Chriſt. ect 08-21. N ot exempt from its 


control, as the ſtandard of moral actions; 
» F500 VERO 2 Tha though 


3 2 — — ” a cad 9 2 — ! 
0 4 - X er — — 
3 me 8 ene eee eee eee 


—— na *: 525 " 


7 7 4 wo # 
W * —* 


no SAR 3 


* PF 7 M 
SED II 


| 
} 
4 


1 © [4 
* : 


8 


5 


though delivered from its power and execra- 


tion as a covenant of works.“ Again, 
* Chriſt's active obedience to the law for us 


does not exempt us from perſonal obedience 
to it, any more than his ſufferings and death 
_ exempt us from corporal death, or from ſuf- 
fering for his ſake, It is true, indeed, we do 
not ſuffer and die, in the ſenſe he did, to ſa- 
tisfy divine juſtice, and atone for fin ; fo nei- 
ther do we yield obedience to- his law in 


order to obtain eternal life by it. By Chriſt's 


obedience for us we are exempt from obe- 
dience in that ſenſe, but not from obe- 
dience to it as a rule of walk by which we 
glorify God, and expreſs our chankfalneſs t to 
hirn for his abundant mercies.“ 


The abuſe of the law to legal ad cell 


en pride, is no argument againſt a 
proper uſe of it. Some expect juſtification 
by it, others legalize the goſpel through ig- 
norance, or attempt to make it a milder co- 
venant; but others, with juſter views, and 
an eſtabliſhed faith in Chriſt for juſtification, 
conſcientiouſly regard the moral law as a rule 

of life. But, do any object, . There is no 
neceſſity for this rule ; the goſpel is ſufficient 
without it ;**—we reply, if God, in his infi- 


nite E RR has adopted the precepts of the 


law, united them t to the injunctions of the 


. goſ pel, 
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goſpel, and interwoven them through the 


whole ſyſtem, is it not a high degree of pre- 
ſumption in us to attempt their excluſion? 
This doctrine does not legalize the goſpel, 
nor encourage ſelf- righteouſneſs and human 
merit, nor render any condition neceſſary 
either to preſent comfort, or final ſalvation ; 
but eſtabliſhes a rule for the exertions of our 
love and obedience, which are more power- 
fully inforced by the mutual coincidence of 
the preceptive part of the law, with the 
authority of the goſpel. 

| It maybe ſaid, that we bring men back to 
| the law as a covenant of works, and they are 
| again entangled with the yoke of bondage. 

We are ever in danger of degenerating into 
a legal ſpirit; but a 8 Feen = the 
; 8 uſes of the law will remedy this 
evil. Ungodl y men cannot be delivered from 
it, in its covenant form, while they live in 
ſin, and reject the goſpel; but believers need 
not fear, terror ſhould nat come near them, ſeeing 
they have their Surety and Mediator on their 
ſide; who pleads their caule, and is both 
their righteouſneſs and ſirength. 

It may be aſked, Would good men take 
up ſuch ideas of goſpel cis if they were 
not warranted by the ſcriptures?” We an- 
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Awer, When we conſider that our views are 
as diverfifhed as our features; — the influence 


* . 4 4 
e 


(BF 


our inſtructors have over us; the miſtaken 


notions we have of the word of God, through 


our partial knowledge of it; — our love of 
party, and A 18 of ſingularity ;—our 


fondneſs for novelty the weakneſs even of 
the beſt of men the deep craft and ſub- 
tlety of the devil, to enlarge his kingdom, 


and ſupport his throne, or diſtract the church 


of Chriſt by diſcords ;—the carnal intereſt, 
ſelfiſhneſs, and worldly motives of too many, 


with various other cauſes ;—it is no wonder 


that the beſt of men diſcover themſelves to 
be but men. The moſt eminent chriſtians, 
it is poſſible, may be ſo far left as to have 
ſome bye ends to anſwer by their profeſſion ; 'F 
and their dogmas are with them the touch- 
ſtone of orthodoxy, or the criterion of their 
party. This is the caſe with moſt who go 
out of the old beaten path, and take up ſome 
trifliug idea, which they ſo magnify, and 
make of ſuch moment, that unleſs you can 
with the moſt exquiſite exactueſs pronounce 


their /h1bboleth, you muſt die at the fords of 


their Jordan, and be carried down into the 
gulf of eternal perdition. The law ſerves 
yy other good purpoſes : We learn by it 


that 


that 


( 5 5 


that we deſerve death. Tt proves a touch- 
None to our ſincerity, whether there be an 
inward correſpondence to the outward rule. 
It is the ſtandard of ſelf- examination. Here- 
by we learn our defets—Our ſelf-righteous 
pride is checked, and ſuperficial religion aud 
heretical principles are prevented; as it mani- 
feſts the great neceſſity of redemption, and 
proves the occaſion of an high eſtimation of 5 
( Ariſt as a Saviour. 
Jo conclude; good men, who ſhould 
know and act better, too often drive each 
other to extremes. Some, tenacious of free 
grace, and from a laudable deſire to prevent 
the goſpel from being legalized, cannot en- 
dure the idea of the law, but in one ſingle 
and very partial view, and in no other what- 
ever. While others, concerned- for holineſs 
and practical godlineſs, with equal partiality 


\ 


regard its legal and preceptive authority, from 


a . that the free grace of God ſhould be 
abuſed to encourage lawleſs liberty: theſe are 
dangerous extremes. It will be a happy pe- 
dad. when the people of God, children of the 
ſame father, joiut- -heirs of the ſame inheri- 
tance, who are redeemed with the ſame 
blood, and going to the ſame heaven, become 
more candid in their ſpirits toward each 


other, 


| 4 60 3 
other, and more conciliating in their views. 
Lite ſheep, they are often fighting with 
 theidheads, while their hearts are one. 
We have ſhewn, that our caſe under the 
lay, as a covenant, is altogether hopeleſs j— 
that Chriſt is the end of the law for righ- 
teouſueſs, to every ohe who believeth ;””—that 
we are perfectly free from tae law as to its 
federal relation; but not from its precepts as 
adopted by, and urged in the goſpel, on the 
authority of Chriſt and his apoſtles,” for the 
regulation of our moral actions; and that 
the grace of the goſpel will effectually lead to 
a practical conformity to this rule, and on 
ſuch principles, that its freeneſs and ſove- 
reignty will not produce licentious liberty, 
nor its moral re — and 
9 legality. 
"Thus 1 we. os the law 555. forth i in all 
its awful glories ;—the goſpel is diſplayed in 
its rich grace, high privileges, and amiable | 
Fgraces ; mercy, that mercy in which Je- 
hovah delights, triumphs with the honours 
| f of NS > as her OI {—linners © are 
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